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A Sense of Consideration

Fuji Sacred Heart Junior High School
Kanon Shiraiwa

What would you do if you found a lost article? I think most of you
would take it to the police without hesitation. Actually, last year, I did
find a wallet left on the bus. And I returned it which seemed like the
natural thing to do. I once heard that Japanese people have a good
reputation for being honest and handing in lost items. So I did a bit of
research and I was right. According to some statistics, in Japan last
year, 95,000 out of 100,000 people got their missing mobile phones
back after they had lost them.

So, why does this happen? Maybe it's because when we Japanese
people find a lost article, we know the owner will be worried and
troubled about it and we know that they will certainly go to the police
office to see if anyone handed it in. So we feel a responsibility to help
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them. However, I've heard that, in some other countries, it is not considered a shared responsibility. This is because in
western countries people are brought up to be more independent. It made me think, that Japanese culture has a different
and even maybe a unique sense of consideration.

Japanese people are well-known around the world for showing their consideration of others. My friends in America
mentioned that Japanese people will often say "sorry” instead of "thank you". For example, when a Japanese person asks
others to let them pass in a crowded train, they'll say "sorry", whereas an American person will say "thank you" in the same
situation. In other words, Japanese people apologize because they might have caused the other person some trouble whereas
American people simply show appreciation.

So, what explains such a difference? My opinion is that many Japanese learn consideration as a member in one of Japan's
many small community environments. Japanese culture does not emphasize people acting as an individual. Instead, we make
many rules and manners in order to create order and balance in a community. In other words, group principles are very
important. We learn how to read other peoples' minds when we are living in a group, and to act according to what is
considered appropriate, so as to keep a balance and not to cause any conflict

Many examples of this can be found in Japanese literature which show the Japanese way of being selfless and unselfish. For
example, think about the old couple in the story of "Hanasaka-Jisan." In this story even when another old couple kill
Hanasaka-Jisan's beloved dog or steal away his miraculous mortar, they do not take revenge. On the other hand, the other
old couple are always envious and follow their selfish desires every time something happy happens to Hanasaka-Jisan. I
think Hanasaka-Jisan's unselfishness is an example of this most beautiful Japanese spirit. It emphases the importance of not
showing or following one's own desires.

In this way, it is natural part of our culture to consider others. And as we meet people from around the world I think it is a
part of our culture we can be very proud of.
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